Upper extremity occlusive arterial disease after radiotherapy for breast cancer.
Upper extremity arterial occlusive disease is a rare complication of radiation therapy for breast cancer. We present the case of a 74 year old woman who developed upper extremity ischemia 32 years after mastectomy and radiation therapy. Arteriography identified a stenotic proximal brachial artery lesion within the previous radiation field. Balloon angioplasty was unsuccessful. An axillo-brachial bypass relieved the ischemia and is still patent after 24 months. The previous literature shows that arterial bypass procedures have been uniformly successful in this circumstance. Little experience has been reported with balloon angioplasty for these lesions.